
Page 1 of 5

BELLA VISTA CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES— MAY 24, 2021

Call to Order by Mayor Christie at 6: 30PM

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call, Clerk Jertson called attendance of Council members; Wozniak, Flynn, Bourke, Wilms, Snow and

Fowler all present.

Citizen Input: Laurie Lollar spoke about Pit Bull dogs and the need to regulate them. She related an

instance where her dog was attacked by a Pit Bull. She shared some statistics with the Council including
21 cities in Arkansas where Pit Bulls are banned.

Council Reply: Steve Bourke thanked Laurie for speaking to council. He commented that dog owners are
to be held accountable. Doug Fowler then commented on the fact that his daughter has two pit bulls

and stated that they are really sweet dogs. He felt that the Animal Shelter would not support the

banning of this breed. Larry Wilms stated that the Ordinance we have in place should deal with the issue
of the attack of her dog. Jim Wozniak wondered if the pit bull was on a leash at the time of the attack
and was her dog running free? Mayor Christie suggested to Ms. Lollar that she give Police Chief Graves

a call and discuss this situation with him. Staff Attorney Kelley suggested that the council not debate this

issue because it may be improper to do so in case of criminal action.

Approval of Minutes: 2 sets of minutes are on the agenda. April 13, 2021 Special Meeting was first.
Motion to approve by Doug Fowler, second by John Flynn. Roll Call vote was unanimous to approve.

April 26, 2021 Regular Meeting. Larry Wilms asked that it be clearer who makes a motion to approve any

item and who seconds that motion prior to calling the roll. He stated that his notes were slightly
different than what was in the minutes as to who made a motion or second. Mr. Wilms made a motion

to approve the minutes as presented, second by Mr. Wozniak. Roll Call vote was unanimous to approve.

Financial Report for March has been sent to Council and is available to anyone by calling city hall. Mayor
Christie stated that any questions be directed to Finance Director Elsten.

Motion to Suspend the Rules and read all Ordinances and Resolutions on the agenda by title only made
by Jerry Snow, second by John Flynn. Roll Call vote was unanimous to approve.

ORDINANCE NO 2021- 08 WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF FORMAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

AND AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF STREET SALT AND SAND BASED ON PRICE AND

AVAILABILITY BY INFORMAL PRICE QUOTES THROUGH MARCH 2022. Mayor Christie explained

the reason for this Ordinance to allow Superintendent Button to move quickly when he finds a

good price. Council member Wozniak moved this to third and final reading. Larry Wilms
seconded the motion. Roll call vote called, Ayes: 6, Nays: 0. Mayor read the Ordinance for the 3rd

and final time, Mr. Wozniak moved approval, seconded by Mr. Flynn. Vote to approve was
unanimous.

ORDINANCE NO 2021- AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA TO

ADOPT A NEW SECTION 10- 39 CONTROLLED BURNING FOR PURPOSES OF LOT CLEARING TO

PROVIDE FURTHER PROTECTIONS TO THE PUBLIC FROM THE NUISANCE AND DANGER OF FIRE

AND SMOKE, TO PROVIDE MINIMIMUM PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF, AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES. Mayor Christie read the Ordinance and asked Mr. Snow to comment, he
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stated that the purpose is primarily safety and protection to the neighbors of property near the
site of a burn. He stated that he has submitted a version of the Ordinance to amend the version
that was in the meeting packet. He moved that this amended version be passed. Mr. Fowler

seconded the motion. Mr. Fowler then stated that he is supportive of the amended version. Mr.

Bourke wanted to know Chief Sims thoughts on this amendment. Chief Sims stated that he is
very confused by this Ordinance with all the changes and feels that there is more need to

examine this further. He feels that it is time to sit down face to face with a couple of council
members and work out a finished Ordinance to present. Mr. Bourke then stated that he feels

that it is important that Chief Sims be satisfied that what is passed is acceptable. Mr. Wilms then

spoke about the various items addressed by the Ordinance. He feels that the version Mr. Snow
has offered is workable. Mr. Snow stated that he was unable to get together as he would have

liked to do on this matter in person. He feels that the amendment he offered addresses the issues

that have been discussed. He is fine with moving on with a face to face discussion to iron out any
concerns. The motion to approve the amendment from Mr. Snow, seconded by Mr. Fowler is

ready for a vote. Clerk lertson called the roll of council, Voting to approve, Snow, Wozniak,
Wilms and Fowler. Voting not to approve, Flynn and Bourke. Amendment is approved and will go

to second reading in lune. Mayor Christie then reminded members that as of the end of the

month meetings must be in person. Zoom will no longer be allowed. If there are two or more
council members involved, there needs to be proper notice to the press of such meeting. Mr.

Snow asked who might be interested in meeting with him and Chief Sims, Mr. Wilms and Mr.
Wozniak expressed interest in doing so.

ORDINANCE NO 2021- 09- PARTIALLY VACATING PUBLIC STREET RIGHT- OF- WAY ALONG SUNSET

DRIVE. Mayor Christie read the Ordinance and asked CDS Director Tapp to address this item.
Doug explained the reasons that this right-of-way issue is necessary and in the best interest of
the city. This will place the retaining wall entirely on Dr. Hull' s property. Mr. Wilms asked if this

change will cause any issues for road maintenance or snow removal. He was assured that it

would not cause any issue. Mr. Wilms moved that this go to 3" and final reading. Mr. Fowler
seconded that motion. Roll call vote to support was unanimous. Motion to approve by Wozniak,
second by Wilms. Roll call vote to support was unanimous. Ordinance adopted.

ORDINANCE NO 2021- 10- AMENDING SECTION 109- 101 PASSENGER VEHICLE PARKING SPACES

ALLOWED, SECTION 109- 104 PARKING FOR TWO- WHEELED MOTORIZED VEHICLES AND SECTION

109- 105 BICYCLE PARKING REQUIREMENTS OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF

BELLA VISTA TO REMOVE MINIMUM MANDATED OFF- STREET PARKING SPACE REQUIREMENTS

IN NON- RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS, TO MODIFY OTHER PROVISIONS TO ACCOUNT FOR THE

REMOVAL OF THE REQUIREMENTS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. Mayor Christie read the

Ordinance and asked Sr. Planner Derek Linn to comment on the history of this Ordinance. He

went over the changes that are being proposed and stated that the number of parking spaces
required and how they are determined is moving from the city to the business owner to decide

on what their business needs to properly operate. Steve Bourke asked about the waiver request

that came up before the Board of Zoning. Mr. Linn stated that that was approved by the board
and they are free to move forward on the proposed project. This change in the Ordinance has no

direct conflict with that action. Mr. Wilms stated that having this decided by the business that is
building gives them the responsibility to have what their business will need. Mr. Wilms asked

how this might affect property in the city that was setup under the present rules for parking. Mr.
Linn stated that he did not see this happening. However if they went through the proper
permitting requirements it would not be an issue. Mr. Linn stated that many other cities have
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made this change to their rules. Mr. Snow asked Derek if he could give him a number of spaces
that are affected by this change on this one property. Derek stated that it was just a few spots.
Mr. Wilms made a motion to go to third and final reading, second by Wozniak. Steve Bourke
stated that he thought this did not need to go to 31 and final reading. Mr. Wilms then stated
that he feels that this is an item that should go faster, thinking that it may make it easier for
someone who might be thinking of doing something in Bella Vista to move forward. Mr. Wilms

made a motion to suspend the rules and move to third and final reading, seconded by Mr.
Fowler. Roll call vote had Snow, Flynn, Wozniak, Wilms and Fowler voting aye. Mr. Bourke voted
nay. Passed. Mayor then read for the final time. Mr. Bourke that stated that since the Planning
Commission and the Board of Zoning have approved it he would support the passage. Mr. Fowler
then stated that he also supported this item. Motion to approve by Wozniak, second by Wilms.
Roll call vote unanimous to approve. Ordinance adopted.

ORDINANCE NO 2021- ADOPTING PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPOSITION, CALCULATION,

COLLECTION, EXPENDITURE AND ADMINISTRATION OF IMPACT FEES TO BE IMPOSED ON NEW

DEVELOPMENT; PROVIDING A PURPOSE AND INTENT; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING

GENERAL PROVISIONS AND APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR THE INITIAL ADOPTION OF IMPACT

FEES; PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF IMPACT FEE ACCOUNTS; PROVIDING FOR THE

APPROPRIATION OF IMPACT FEE FUNDS; PROVIDING FOR REFUNDS; PROVIDING FOR APPEALS;

PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. Mayor

Christie read this Ordinance and asked Mr. Flynn to comment on the issue. John talked to Carson

Bise about some of the questions that had been asked at the work session. He went over several

of the issues that had been asked and stated that the process is really not that difficult to
administer. He talked about some of the new development that we are in the process of building
is subject to the impact fees. Mr. Wilms asked for a clarification on the 7 year requirement. Is it

from year to year or based on when it occurs. It is a rolling number from when it's received. For
example if$2200 comes in in August of 2021, it needs to be spent by August of 2028. Mr. Snow
asked about how the fee is determined. Mr. Fowler stated that is in the packet for the meeting.
Mr. Fowler than stated that he spent quite a bit of time going over this document so that he

could understand the whole Ordinance. He is concerned that we need to be very much on top of
this as we go along to avoid getting into this without being sure we can manage it properly. Mr.
Wilms asked the Mayor if he had discussed the process needed to track this issue. The Mayor

stated that he had discussed the process that the city will have in accounting for the funds
coming in and being spent in the 7 year window with Finance Director Elsten and she is certain
that it will not be difficult to deal with. There was much more discussion on this issue such as

when the fees need to be collected as per state law and additional items. Mayor Christie also

stated that he has spoken to Bentonville' s Mayor on getting together with their people on the
procedure that they use for impact fees. Steve Bourke stated that the impact fee is important to

avoid the existing residents paying an unfair cost of the impact that new buildings put on the city
in terms of cost of growth. Much more discussion to come. This item will move to second reading
at the June meeting.

R2021- 25- RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2021 CITY BUDGET TO APPROPRIATE$ 29, 500 IN

UNDESIGNATED RESERVE FUNDS TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT BUDGET TO FUND THE

CITY CONTRACT WITH THE BELLA VISTA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION. Mayor Christie read the

Resolution and asked if there was any discussion. Motion to approve by Wilms, second by
Wozniak. Roll call vote was unanimous to support.
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R2021- 26- RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO ENTER INTO A THREE-

YEAR LEASE CONTRACT WITH STRONGHOLD DATA, LLC, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED

14, 524. 07, FOR THE LEASE OF DELL COMPUTERS AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT. Mayor read

the Resolution and reminded that the IT policy is to keep all the equipment no older 5 years.

Motion to approve by Wozniak, second by Fowler. Roll call vote was unanimous to support.

R2021- 27- RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO ENTER INTO A LEASE

AGREEMENT WITH VANCON PROPERTIES, LLC, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED$ 2, 700($ 100

PER WEEK FOR 27 WEEKS), FOR THE LEASE OF SPACE FOR THE BELLA VISTA FARMERS' MARKET.

Mayor Christie explained that this is for the Farmers Market. All leases must be approved by
council. Mr. Wilms stated that this is great location and he wanted to thank the Fire Dept. for

having a vaccination clinic available for the residents who attended and wished to get the

Corona Virus vaccination. Motion to approve by Wozniak, second by Wilms. Roll call vote was
unanimous to support.

R2021- 28- RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY STAFF ATTORNEY TO INITIATE LEGAL

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST COOPER COMMUNITIES, INC., ANY PARENT OR SUBSIDIARY COMPANY,

AND/ OR ANY OF ITS OFFICERS OR DIRECTORS, TO FACILITATE CONDEMNATION AND

POSSESSION OF PROPERTY INTERESTS NECESSARY TO SECURE WATER ACCESS FOR PURPOSES

OF FIRE PROTECTION AT THE PROPOSED NEW CITY PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING. Mayor Christie

read the Resolution and asked Staff Attorney Kelley to explain the steps that need to be taken to

insure that the city is able to carry out the building of the Public safety building and providing the
water access needed to provide the fire-suppression in that facility. Mr. Kelley explained that this
is the most important item on this agenda and is of utmost priority! Much discussion was held
regarding this resolution. Mr. Wilms expressed that over the years CCI has been an interested

and helpful corporation over the years. This action by Cooper is very disappointing. Mr. Bourke
stated that he urges Cooper to avoid this litigation! He asked that they work in partnership with
the city to resolve this issue. Mayor Christie stated that there are 12 parcels under consideration

from Cooper for rezoning. These items are coming up this next month. Mr. Fowler stated that he
finds Cooper' s action to be disgusting! They are trying to hold the city hostage over this issue.
Mr. Wozniak stated that we need to get this out in the front of the public! He feels that they do

not have a clue of what is going on with this issue! Mr. Wilms moved approval, seconded by
Wozniak. Roll call vote was unanimous to support.

R2021- 29- RESOLUTION EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO BELLA VISTA CITY STAFF FOR HAVING

DEMONSTRATED FLEXIBILITY AND COMMITMENT TO MAINTAINING A HIGH STANDARD OF

SERVICES TO BELLA VISTA RESIDENTS DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE PANDEMIC OF 2020 AND

2021. Mayor read the Resolution and Mr. Bourke stated the desire to thank all the city staff for
their efforts. Very important to publicly thank the staff. Motion to approve by Wilms, second by
Wozniak. Roll call vote was unanimous to support.

R2021- 30- RESOLUTION EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO BELLA VISTA' S FOOD AND GROCERY

WORKERS FOR HAVING DEMONSTRATED EXTREME FLEXIBILITY AND PERSONAL COMMITMENT

WHILE MAINTAINING A HIGH STANDARD OF ESSENTIAL FOOD SERVICES TO BELLA VISTA

RESIDENTS DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE PANDEMIC OF 2020 AND 2021. Mayor read the

resolution and asked Mr. Bourke to comment. Steve stated that this is again to thank all the

people who worked through trying times to take care of the needs of the community. Motion to
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approve by Mr. Wozniak, second by Mr. Fowler. Roll call vote was unanimous to support.

MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The next City Council Work Session will be Monday June 21, 2021- at
5: 30PM at City Hall

The next Regular meeting of the City Council, Monday June 28, 2021 at
6: 30 PM at Court House

Planning Commission Work Session will be June 3, 2021 at 4: 30PM in
the Court Room.

Planning Commission Regular Meeting will be June 14, 2021 at 4: 30PM
at the Court Room.

Board of Zoning Adjustment will be June 15, 2021 at 5: 30PM at the
Court Room.

Board of Construction Appeals will be June 8, 2021 at the Court room if

needed.

Mayor Christie thanked all for attending and wished everyone a great Memorial Day Holiday.

Meeting adjourned at 8: 24PM
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